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Neighbourhood Services

Ryan has been working hard to maintain and add some additional features to the
Gateways and the Mining Wheel feature. These are looking impressive, some of which we
have the weather to thank, but mainly Ryan’s eye for what looks good. Rocks from Doves
Corner and St John’s have been repurposed and the features really stand out. Bulbs are
also looking splendid this year. Gary has contacted Ashington Camera Club to ask if some
photography could be done when they are looking so good in the sunshine.

The Memorial Garden has had a light-touch tidy but has been deliberately left as it will be
redeveloped as part of the regeneration (further later in the report). All town council assets
have had their first weed spray of the season.

Maintenance at play areas continues. Kompan have now returned to fix the roundabouts at
Alexandra Road and Orchid Meadows; this was completed under guarantee.

Play Area signs are now ready for collection from Spotty Dog Signage. In line with our
commitment to utilise in-house resources whenever possible, these signs will be installed
directly by Mark and Ryan rather than outsourcing to external contractors.

Our Neighbourhood Services Officers have dedicated their exceptional skills to various
town projects, which has temporarily shifted focus away from routine tasks such as bus
shelter cleaning, as has occurred in previous periods. The next scheduled clean will be
carried out by a local contractor. This presents an opportunity to consider establishing
regular contracted cleaning schedules going forward—a full report with recommendations
will be presented in due course. Our priority remains making the best use of our team's
valuable skill sets, and the recent project work highlights the outstanding work Mark and
Ryan are able to deliver across the town.

Allotments

Asbestos was successfully collected on Monday 7th April from Seaton Hirst and High
Market by our approved contractor.

Bushes have been cut down by Bernicia near Seaton Hirst Site, but we await a further
update regarding the hedge line.

Hedge and tree trimming has commenced at North Seaton Colliery site and will continue
throughout the week. Please note that particular care will be taken and all hedges and
trees will be checked for nests by the contractor. Course are booked so that some aspects
of this work can be carried out by Alan in the future.

Enquiries are ongoing to establish how best to recycle glass across all allotment sites, with
the most recent contact being an email sent to the Secretary of State for Environment.
Alan is hitting stumbling blocks each time but not giving up that there must be a better
option than landfill. This expands on the window frame recycling recently progressed
across some sites.

Alan has welcomed new plot holders at both Hirst East End and North Seaton Colliery and
has had some very positive feedback from new allotment holders. With the weather much
improved and plot holders getting on with their gardens, and lots of jobs on site, Alan is a
very welcome and visible presence.
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Further taps repairs have been carried out at our Woodhorn Road Site.

We continue to collect rents due from 15t April for Nursery Park, and Hirst East End. We
are pleased with the increase in allotment holders paying direct into the bank.

From Monday 7t April, notice has been given by DEFRA that it is a legal requirement for
all bird keepers across the county to keep their birds housed due to avian flu in
Northumberland — whether they have pet birds, commercial flocks or just a few birds in a
backyard flock.

This is in addition to existing requirements for strict biosecurity measures to be put in place
to help limit the spread of the disease and keep flocks safe, which includes regularly
cleaning and disinfecting equipment, clothing and vehicles when entering or exiting sites
and limiting access to non-essential workers or visitors.

Notices have been put up at all Allotment sites. Since October 2024 all keepers of birds
are required by law to register, therefore all those who have complied will have been
notified directly about the outbreak and what they should do.

Events and Engagement

Great British Spring Clean

The Great British Spring Clean 2025 campaign was successfully conducted in Ashington
with events on Thursday 27" March at Peoples Park and Friday 28" March at Wansbeck
Riverside Park. Unfortunately, the planned third event scheduled for Saturday 29" March
had to be cancelled due to insufficient participation.

Over the two active days, more than 20 volunteers participated in the clean-up efforts.
Participants included local residents, staff from Cooplands Bakery, young adults from
Brightside Young Adult Services, and staff and volunteers from Northumberland
Community Voluntary Action. The community spirit was further enhanced by The
Wansbeck Pantry, who kindly provided free tea and coffee to volunteers following the
riverside litter pick.

Jimmy France from LukLuk Productions documented both events, with the resulting
footage now available for viewing on the town council's YouTube channel, website and
Facebook page. Northumberland County Council supported the initiative by removing all
collected waste.

Additional litter picks were independently organised and carried out by children from
Cleaswell Hill School at Hirst Park, and members of the Seaton Vale Residents
Association, further extending the reach and impact of this year's campaign.

All team members contributed significantly to litter picking efforts and to making volunteers
feel rewarded and appreciated.

Animating Ashington
Key Updates and Discussions from the meeting held on Tuesday 15t April

Events 4 & 5: Pride of Ashington and Feast of Fire

o Over 5,000 attendees with 800 soups and loaves served; 1,000 additional
portions were donated.

o Events were praised for inclusivity and reclaiming community spaces.
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« Northumberland College contributed with spiced popcorn.

« Group agreed on the potential to use spaces beyond the main street for future
events.

Art Workshops by Jill Bennison

e Engaged around 100 young people, part of a wider 1,100 youth participation in arts
projects.

o Artwork to be displayed around the new cinema site throughout summer.

James Brunt — ‘Seeding the Future’

« Community is encouraged to interact with the land-based art, which will naturally
fade in 6 weeks.

o James Brunt will also run a workshop at the Eco Fair at Hirst Welfare Centre,
assisted by Gary and Faye.

e Action: Link up with local sports camps for added audience.

Mortal Fools and ‘One Amazing Day’
e Mortal Fools interested in participating and growing their local presence.

« Event planned for 21st July—street closure anticipated.
« Emphasis on youth involvement.
e Action: Connect with local wrestling groups for performance slots.

Powering the Future
o Recognition of how Animating Ashington has successfully engaged the community.

e Future planning must be co-created with residents.
« Group agreed the initiative can be a strong case study to secure more funding.

Future Proofing
o Afollow-up meeting or event is proposed for September.

Eco Fair - Friday 25th April

We have received funding from NCC Climate for this event, £5,000 received, thanks to
Sharon.

This is the first ECO Fair and Sharon is working hard to make it something special.
Confirmed Activities and Participants, can all be found on the town council events page at;
Ashington Town Council Meetings List

Plans are progressing well. The events page has been updated with all confirmed
participants and their activities.

The fair will feature a comprehensive program including musical performances, talks,
video screenings, a Hack-a-thon, and a school climate change poster display. We've also
arranged a local produce market offering a diverse selection of goods, with only a few
stalls still available.
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Easter Trail — Bunny Hop

Starting this Friday the bunny hop, in its third year, now includes event more shops and
traders — 26 in total. Gary is continuing to work hard to get more of our local traders
involved in the Council’s endeavours — it requires boots on the street and is time
consuming but it seems to be working. Gary has also shopped around to get the best deal
on easter eggs and these will be given out to those who have taken part at the ECO fair —
encouraging attendance that way also.

Projects

Ashington Cricket Club

The Ashington memorial tree project is just under 6 weeks away from its launch date on
18t May 2025. Mark and Ryan will be installing plaques when they are ready.

Doves Corner

Progress has been made on the area enhancement project, with some amends due to top
soil not being available when the contractor was on site.

» NCC have now removed the rockery and flags as planned.

» Mark and Ryan have removed the old seats and bin and installed the new bin.
Seats are on order.

» Brambledown have installed new paving and shaped the rear shrubbery. It was
expected that Brambledown would install two small round beds and plant up 30
plants, buddleia and hebe. As the top soil was stalled, the plants are being looked
after in our greenhouse at Hirst Park, and Mark and Ryan will install the beds when
this can be progressed. This means the size and shape of the beds can be altered,
but we must remain mindful that these should be low maintenance as NCC are
responsible for this. Mark has liaised with NCC will draft plans to show ward ClIrs.

Workers Memorial — St John’s Cemetery

Work by Mark and Ryan will be completed hopefully by the end of this week, but definitely
by 28t April, which is Workers Memorial Day. NCC Cemeteries staff have some works to
complete on the paved areas which Mark is seeking a date for.

Mark has gone above and beyond to add value and meaning to this project, which will be
evident once it is complete. All publicity in regards this project will be shared post-
elections.

Event Gate at People’s Park

Following agreement last month, the gate has now been fabricated locally and will be
installed when this can be scheduled.

Ashington Memorial Garden

Brambledown have been appointed for the works which include the following:

Site Remediation

e Breaking up and removing existing concrete (80mm thick)

e Reducing levels for existing paving to be refurbished (155mm deep)
e Reducing levels for new paved areas (805mm deep)

e Reducing levels for soft landscaped areas (600mm deep)
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e Disposal of excavated non-hazardous material off site
¢ Removal of existing hedge and disposal off-site

e Disposal of surface water

e Compacting bottoms of excavations

Hard Landscaping

Existing Paved Areas (Refurbishment):

o Installation of Kellen Tagenta paving (300x150x80mm) with standard pattern
o 30mm laying course material (Category 2)
e 125mm bituminous macadam road base

New Paved Areas:

o Installation of Kellen Tagenta paving (300x150x80mm) with standard pattern
e 30mm laying course material (Category 2)

e 125mm bituminous macadam road base

e 250mm GSB Type 1 sub-base

e 400mm Type 6F2 sub-base

Kerbing:

« Installation of flush light grey granite kerbs (200x150)

« Installation of upstand light grey granite kerbs (200x150)
Soft Landscaping

o Low-level woodland planting
o Topsoil to planting bed (350mm deep)
e Subsoil to planting bed (250mm deep)

Project Scope

o Total area of works: 356 m? (3,832 ft?)
« Refurbishing existing paving: 157 m?
« Installing new paving: 84 m?

e Woodland planting area: 115 m?

The project will be delivered over a 3-week program and includes all necessary site
preparation, hard and soft landscaping, and finishing works to renovate the Memorial Park
Projects.
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IT and Communications Changes

Scribe Accounts and Allotment Management

We have transitioned from excel to Scribe for all accountancy and allotment database
management. This has streamlined how we process invoices, purchase orders and
payments. As we move forward and realise the full potential of the system, budget
monitoring will also be streamlined, as well as VAT and asset management.

Reaching out via video

You will no doubt have been impressed with the swim videos produced by LukLuk
Productions. These worked as a promotion of this amazing initiative offering free family
swims, as well as a PR opportunity for the Council. We are looking at using this amazing
and affordable method of communicating with residents more widely. A video was created
to showcase the Council’s efforts in the Great British Spring Clean. We plan another for
Grant recipients in 2025.

The possibility of radio

Following some successful stints on Koast Radio, one only this morning, a regular slot has
been offered. This is an exciting opportunity to reach residents via another output and
share what we are doing, as well showing the Council’s personality via a live broadcast.
Having officers and Councillors discussing upcoming projects and events is a great way to
create positivity about the town. We will discuss this in greater detail with Koast in the
coming months.
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Website and Social Media PR

Northumberland Line Making Significant Progress with New Station Opening

The Northumberland Line team announced that Newsham Station was open to
passengers on 17 March 2025, offering a 21-minute journey to Newcastle. A drop-in event
was held in Blyth on 11 March to share more information with residents. Accessibility
features have been reviewed with local groups, and construction is progressing at all
remaining stations. Updates continue to be shared online and via the project’s digital
newsletter.

Ashington Town Council Awards Vital Funding for Equipment to Community
Woodlands Parkrun

Our £500 small grant to the Ashington Community Woodlands Parkrun to support safety
improvements and enhance the weekly event for participants and volunteers was shared.
The funding will be used to purchase new finish area equipment, walkie-talkies for
emergency communication, and umbrellas for volunteers. The Friends of Ashington
Community Woods will provide storage for the new Kit.

The Ashington Town Council Easter Trail Returns! - Sat 12/04/25 to Fri 25/04/25

Ashington’s Easter Trail returns for 2025, inviting families to collect stickers from
participating town centre stores and claim a free Easter egg at the Hirst Welfare Centre on
25 April during the Eco Fair event. Over 25 local businesses and national retailers are
taking part in this fun and free community activity.

Youth Advisory Committee Launches Youth Survey: Have Your Say!

Ashington Town Council’s Youth Advisory Committee launched the "HAVE YOUR SAY!
Ashington Youth Survey" to gather feedback from young people on life in the town and
what improvements they’d like to see. The initiative follows previous successes such as
free swim sessions at Ashington Leisure Centre, which were introduced based on youth
feedback. A new promotional video has also been released to highlight the benefits of the
swim programme. The survey is open now and will help shape future youth-focused
services and activities.

Civic Head Visits Escape Family Support To See Impact Of Town Council Grant

Our grant of £3,000 to ESCAPE Family Support earlier this financial year, helping the
charity continue its vital work with Ashington families. Civic Head CliIr Caroline Ball visited
ESCAPE to see the impact of the funding, which supports core services such as 24/7
helplines and accredited training. In 2023/24, 15% of ESCAPE’s service users were from
Ashington, with most families reporting improved wellbeing. The Town Council’s support
has helped the award-winning organisation meet rising demand and continue making a
real difference in the community.

Ashington Town Council Supports Newbiggin Football Club with Grant for Volunteer
Training and Pitch Maintenance

Our small grant awarded a grant to Newbiggin Football Club to support volunteer training
and pitch maintenance. The funding will go towards line paint for the pitches and enrolling
volunteers in Level 1 and 2 Grounds Management Association courses. This investment in
skills and facilities will ensure high-quality playing conditions and long-term sustainability
for the club, which plays a key role in the community. Civic Head ClIr Caroline Ball
presented the grant and praised the club’s commitment to grassroots football.
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Ashington Town Council Supports Bomarsund Welfare Cricket Club'’s Initiative for
New Changing Room Facilities

Our small grant to support Bomarsund Welfare Cricket Club with a grant to improve
changing room facilities at Stakeford & Bomarsund Welfare. Civic Head, ClIr Caroline Ball,
recently presented the cheque, which will go towards the installation of a new modular
building to serve the club’s growing community of over 100 members — including men’s,
women’s, and junior teams.

The proposed building, supplied by Budget Shipping Containers Ltd., will feature four
changing rooms to accommodate players and match officials, with a focus on inclusivity
and shared community use. The new facilities will also benefit local football teams, the
bowls club, and other users of the Welfare site.

With just £1,500 left to raise, the project is well on track thanks to the Council’s support
and ongoing fundraising. The upgraded changing rooms promise to be a long-term asset
for the whole community.

Ashington Town Council Supports Butokokan Judo Club's Digital Advancement
Initiative

Our small grant to support Butokokan Judo Club with a grant aimed at enhancing the
club’s digital training capabilities. Civic Head, Clir Caroline Ball, was delighted to present
the cheque, which has enabled the club to purchase tablets and protective covers for use
during sessions.

The new equipment gives students easy access to British Judo Association resources,
helping them engage with up-to-date grading materials and improve their learning
experience. For competitive members, the tablets will also allow for performance recording
and technical analysis, supporting better self-assessment and coaching feedback.

This investment in technology will benefit judokas of all levels and strengthen the club’s
development going forward.

Ashington Town Council Supports Blossoming Communities Six Week SPRING Into
Action Wellbeing Programme

Our small grant presented to Blossoming Communities, a Community Interest Company,
to support their "SPRING into Action" wellbeing craft programme. The six-week
programme, held at Hirst Park Pavilion, aims to reduce isolation and improve mental
health through creative activities. Previous initiatives showed significant positive outcomes,
with 100% of participants reporting improved wellbeing. Ashington Town Council is proud
to support this important community initiative.

Ashington Town Council Supports The Evergreens Over 60s Club Grant for New
Bingo Machine

Our small grant to the Evergreens Over 60s Club for the purchase of a new bingo
machine, replacing their old broken one. The club, which provides a social hub for
Ashington's senior residents, uses bingo sessions to foster social interaction and mental
stimulation. The grant will help restore an important aspect of their weekly gatherings,
enhancing the quality of life for members. Ashington Town Council is proud to support such
valuable community initiatives.
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Ashington Cricket Club Commemorative Tree Project Nears Completion as VE Day
80th Anniversary Approaches

The Ashington Cricket Club’s commemorative tree project, marking the 80th anniversary of
VE Day, is nearing completion. Over £20,000 was raised to fund the installation of 177
personalised plaques honouring Ashington residents who lost their lives during WWII. The
Reiverdale Scout Group, alongside local historians and professionals, has been
instrumental in the project, handling both research and hands-on work, including tree
planting.

The unveiling ceremony will take place on Sunday, 18th May at 11am at Ashington Cricket
Club, coinciding with the national VE Day commemoration. The community is invited to
attend the event, with refreshments available afterward. This memorial, coordinated with
support from Ashington Town Council, will stand as a lasting tribute to those who made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Election Notices

Northumberland County Council has issued notice for local elections on Thursday, May 1,
2025. There are 6 County Council seats and 18 Town Council seats available in Ashington.
Details are continually updated on our news and democracy pages, as well as Facebook.

Northumberland County Council Launches Green Spaces Maintenance Survey

Northumberland County Council invited residents to take part in a consultation on the
maintenance and biodiversity of green spaces across the county. The survey, which takes
around 10 minutes to complete, aims to review current grounds maintenance practices to
better support nature recovery while keeping spaces safe and attractive. The deadline for
responses is 21st April 2025, and the survey can be accessed through the NCC website.
For more information, residents can contact the Northumberland County Council directly.

Moving Forward: Transforming Bus Travel in Ashington

Ashington Town Council, in collaboration with Northumberland County Council (NCC), is
working to enhance public transport infrastructure in the area. Recently, stand information
was installed at Ashington Bus Station to improve passenger guidance. The council is also
developing a strategy to upgrade bus shelters, focusing on accessibility and comfort. In
addition, they are supporting the repair and upgrade of timetable cabinets. This initiative
aims to improve public transport, with a focus on accessibility, efficient resource use, and
providing better information for residents. For updates on bus services, residents can
check NCC'’s online timetables and live travel map.

Pride of Ashington Torchlit Procession llluminates Community Spirit

On March 21st, Ashington celebrated local heroes during the Pride of Ashington Torchlit
Procession, which took place at Hirst Park. Over 200 torchbearers, each representing a
community nominee, carried flames through the park to honour those who have made
significant contributions to the town. The event, part of the Animating Ashington
programme, was supported by Northumberland County Council and funded by the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund. The Torchlit Procession culminated in a dramatic "Feast of Fire"
finale, drawing 5,610 attendees over two nights. The event recognized volunteers and
compassionate individuals who make Ashington a special place.
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Ashington Town Council announces Free Easter Activities

Ashington Town Council has announced a range of exciting activities for the Easter half-
term break, focusing on family-friendly, environmentally conscious events. The highlight is
the first-ever ECO Fair on Friday, April 25th at Ashington Hirst Welfare Centre, featuring
local environmental projects, expert speakers, workshops, and free activities. In addition,
free swimming sessions are offered at Ashington Leisure Centre on selected dates in April,
with 80 slots available per session. The Bunny Hop Easter Egg Hunt, running from April
12th to 25th, invites children to collect stickers from 25 local shops and claim a free Easter
egg. These events reflect the council's commitment to sustainability and community well-
being.

Important Update for Ashington Residents: Transition to Digital Landlines

BT is hosting a drop-in session in Ashington on May 28th, 2025, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
at Ashington Library to explain the upcoming Digital Voice switchover. By January 2027,
the UK's traditional analogue landlines will be replaced with digital technology, offering
enhanced call quality and new features. BT representatives will explain how Digital Voice
works, its benefits, and how the transition will affect current landline services. Attendees
will learn about the necessary equipment and how to connect their phone to their
broadband hub at no extra cost. Key features of Digital Voice include HD call quality, spam
call blocking, voicemail, and more. No booking is required, just drop in to get more
information.

Candidates Announced for Northumberland County and Ashington Town Council
Elections

Northumberland County Council announced the candidates standing in the County and
Town Council elections on Thursday, 1st May 2025. Ashington Town Council will have
contested elections across all wards. Details are continually updated on our news and
democracy pages, as well as Facebook.

Ashington Town Council Celebrates Another Successful Year of the Great British
Spring Clean

Ashington Town Council is celebrating another successful year of the Great British Spring
Clean, with significant contributions from local volunteers, particularly the Ashington
Community Litter Pickers, who have collected 1,280 bags of litter in 2025. The initiative is
part of a nationwide effort, with over 150,000 volunteers participating across the UK. Key
partners, including Northumberland County Council and the Ashington Community Litter
Project, have supported the campaign. The Council also hosted clean-up events at
People’s Park and Riverside Park, and continues to provide litter-picking equipment for
volunteers. Residents are encouraged to join future initiatives to help maintain a cleaner
Ashington.
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