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Hirst East End Allotment Site - Removal of Damaged Outbuildings 

Background 

The Hirst East End Allotment site has been the target of recent arson attacks, resulting in the 

damage of two outbuildings. One outbuilding was completely destroyed by the fire, while the 

other, a separate shed on another plot, contains asbestos among its ruins. 

The removal of these damaged structures is necessary to address the unsightly conditions and 

potential hazards they now present. However, the council also has a responsibility to remove 

the asbestos-containing shed ruins due to the health risks associated with asbestos. 

Quotes are not like for like, as it is difficult to get quotes for demolition from registered waste 

carriers and disposal who also carry out demolition, likewise those who are able to deal with 

asbestos. 

Quotations 

Quotation A - £11,366 (dealing with both hut and shed, and removing asbestos) 
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Quotation B - £ 8,653 (please note this doesn’t include ‘bunker demolition’, and only 

concerns the shed and asbestos removal) 

 

Quotation C - £19,060 (dealing with both hut and shed, and removing asbestos) 

Hut Building 
Asbestos Survey - £395 
Demolish Unit and remove all debris from site - £4,000 
 
Fire Damaged Building 
To  remove all fire/asbestos damaged waste - £14,665 
 
We have assumed that the internal walkway will be closed for the duration of the works. 
We have allowed for all welfare and security. 
We have assumed that the entrance building can be demolished first, and the footprint can be 
used for the second phase of works. 
We have not allowed to remove any potentially contaminated soils. 
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Impact on Allotment Members 

The targeted outbuilding is now in a dreadful state following the arson. Its removal, along with 

the asbestos shed, will eliminate these problems stemming from the acts of vandalism that have 

disrupted the allotment site over the past 18 months. 

The incidents have deeply impacted allotment members, who have had their sense of safety 

and enjoyment stripped away, which is unacceptable. While CCTV was installed, and there was 

an ongoing investigation, it is frustrating that there has been no evidence available for the police 

to act upon. 

Recommendation 

While the removal of these damaged structures is not the best use of limited council resources, 

officers recommend proceeding with the removal due to the unsightly conditions, potential 

hazards, and the council's responsibility to remove the asbestos-containing shed ruins. 

It is recommended that the Council approve the allocation of funds from our contingency budget 

for the removal of the outbuilding that was the target of the recent arson attack and the separate 

shed containing asbestos at the Hirst East End Allotment site, as per the quotations provided, to 

address the unsightly conditions, potential hazards, and health risks associated with the 

damaged structures. In regards damaged fencing, this can be dealt with in-house. 

  

  


